









Item 2.13

OUCA

November 24, 2006

Report from Ontario University Registrars’ Association (OURA)
Prepared November 13, 2006
The OURA Executive Committee has met on two occasions since the last OUCA update.  
The Executive and the Standing Committees continue to be very busy on new project initiatives and regular ongoing activities.  The highlights related to admissions activities are outlined below:
1. The task force for the Ontario Universities’ Fair (OUF) presented their final report to OURA at the September 28 meeting.  The report was endorsed by OURA at this meeting and has subsequently also been accepted by COU.  The report provided nine recommendations which the task force is currently implementing with the appropriate individuals and committees.  The recommendations included adopting a new mission statement, formalizing governance, defining OUF as a business activity of OURA called the OUF Steering Committee, replacing OUF Organizing Committee with the OUF Steering Committee, integrating OUF Steering Committee with COU governance network, housing OUF within OUAC as a continuous operating activity, assigning administrative responsibilities within OUAC, ensuring regular yearly reporting to the OURA executive and limiting external sponsorship.
2. i)  York University will be hosting the 2008 Provincial Dialogue and the proposed dates are 
May 14, 15, 16, 2008.  

ii) The 2006 Provincial Dialogue hosted by Queen’s University and the Royal Military College in Kingston was a success with approximately 250 out of the 330 participants being guidance counsellors.
iii) Regional Dialogue Dates for 2007 have been established as follows:  University of Western – May 1; UOIT – May 2/3; McMaster University – May 4; Nipissing University – May 8 (TBA), University of Ottawa – May 10 (TBA). TBA – To be approved.

3. Plans are well underway for the 2007 OURA Conference.  The two-day conference will take place in Niagara Falls on February 19-20.  The staff-focused post-conference workshops will take place on February 21.  The Executive and Standing Committees are currently planning the session topics and the program information will be available on the OURA Web site in late November. Featured workshop speakers include a number of key representatives such as Richard Jackson, Director of the Ontario Support Branch for OSAP and Liz Stayer, Senior Policy Analyst with the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities. Both have been very active with the Student Access Guarantee implementation process as well as with the development of the new Access Window for prospective students. Liaison officers and admission officers are strongly urged to attend the Access Window presentation at OURA. 
4. The Scholarships and Awards Standing Committee is discussing with its members the possibility of a common scholarship bursary application for all Ontario universities as requested by OUCA.  
5. A subcommittee of three OURA Executive members and one standing committee representative has been created to review and identify opportunities for creating a stronger communications strategy to inform membership and other committees of the many activities of OURA and its involvement in affecting change and informing policy discussions related to the Ontario University education industry. 
6. Graduate Studies Standing Committee presented the OURA International Admissions Placement Guide at the ARUCC conference on June 29, 2006 in Montreal.  The guide is now complete with a few minor changes to be implemented and the Bologna countries to be added.  The Guide is currently available at each institutions Graduate Studies department and will also be available at the OURA Web site (www.oura.ca).
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