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York’s Document Imaging History

In the 90's, Admissions used an external software 
package called ALIAS (Admissions Liaison 
Image Access System). It ran on the NextStep
operating system that Admissions was using at 
that time.

ALIAS had its own server kept locally in the 
department.  The software included both the 
scanning and imaging processes.  The applicant 
records were updated in a batch format daily.   
Images were stored on a separate multi-disk 
machine, and were available for viewing within 
the department only.  
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… history

When the department switched computer platforms 
over to Windows, ALIAS needed to be re-written 
or replaced.  

YIM (York Imaging Module) was developed in-
house by the SIS (Student Information System) 
Team in 1999. YIM concentrated on the linking of 
images to applicants' records. 

The separate server and storage were no longer 
needed. Images were now stored in the SIS 
database, and were later available for viewing 
throughout the university, using the pre-cursor 
to DOW -- DWI (Document Web Images).  The 
YIM software still needed to be installed on each 
client, though DWI was web based.
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… history

DOW (Documents On Web) replaced both YIM and 
DWI, and went into production in October 2005.  
More of the linking process between images and 
applicants' records is automated. It is fully web-
based; no local software is required other than a 
web browser.  Functionality (full processing or 
viewing only) is based on access permissions.

Viewer:
- Kodak Imaging for Windows  - Windows98/2000 

- Current platform XP 
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Viewer
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Intro: Document on Web (DOW)

DOW is a web based application which is used to 
image and view documents on file.
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… DOW

Documents that are received within the Office of 
Admissions are scanned and imaged (DOW) into a large 
records system – SIS.
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… DOW

DOW displays the demographic profile, application 
requirement type and document list. 
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… DOW
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…DOW



11

… DOW

At the imaging process, the following fields are selected 
depending on the type of document.
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Next steps ….

Imaged documents are retained for a certain period of 
time depending on the type.

-International documents are kept for one year
-Canadian and US documents are kept for two to three 
months
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Imaged documents statistical information
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Document on Web Statisitics

18-Jan 1,503 1,613

25-Jan 2,584 2,709

1-Feb 2,645 2,786

8-Feb 1,974 2,083

15-Feb 4,009 4,252

22-Feb 2,628 2,775

Document Selected Image Uploaded
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Questions ?
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Contact Information:

Eloisa Hammond

E-mail: hammone@yorku.ca
Telephone: 416-736-2100 ext 77506

Fax: 416-736-5536


